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About Our Club  
 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai (ñNumber Oneò Bonsai Club) was established in Janu-

ary, 1986 and takes great pride in its family-oriented character. Our club is 

dedicated to promoting the art of bonsai. The club meets on the third Friday 

of each month at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 1670 W. 162nd St., 

Gardena, at 7:00 P.M.. Each meeting features a bonsai demonstration, 

benefit drawing and is open to the public. Our annual bonsai show is held 

on the first weekend in May at the Nakaoka Community Center. Other club 

activities include: bonsai digs, annual auction, potting parties, and outings 

to nurseries and private gardens. 

2010 Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai Board 
 

President Herb Eisenberg (310) 545-5954        

 heisenbergmb@verizon.net  

1st Vice President Open  

2nd Vice President/Fundraising    Doyle Saito (310) 539-9265  

Treasurer  Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary/Historian     Rick Wagner 

Corresponding Secretary    Carol Browne 

Program Chair   John Van de Wouw       

Co-Show Chairs  John Luhnow/Kenny Lam 

Membership Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Librarian Judy Unrine  judyyou@verizon.net  

Website Chair  Peter Macasieb  

Benefit Drawing Chair  John Luhnow 

Newsletter  Herb Eisenberg 

Publicity  Open 

Hospitality    Dorothy Ray 

mailto:crlbrdly@yahoo.com
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February Demonstration -  
  

Friday Friday 19, 2010 7:00 P.M. 

 

Hank Fawcett 

 

Hank Fawcett will be our demonstrator this month. Very 

active in the bonsai community, Hank is a member of Dai 

Ichi, the California Bonsai Society, the Marina Bonsai Club 

and Sansui-kai. He has 

held several board posi-

tions at Sansui-kai and his 

photographs of local bonsai 

shows are often featured in 

the Golden Statements 

magazine. 
 

Hank has studied with 

Doug Phillips who has de-

veloped some innovative 

techniques for using ñflat 

cutò olives for bonsai. For 

a number of years, Hank 

has been perfecting his 

own approach to olive bonsai and this month, he will share 

his expertise with us. 

Hank working on a foemina juniper at 

last yearôs Dai Ichi show. 



 

A great way to more fully appreciate what you really know 

about bonsai is to do a demonstration. Itôs a Dai Ichi tradition 

that every January the President stands up and provides the eve-

ningôs entertainment. My approach to this honor has been to use 

the opportunity to offer something that hasnôt been seen at the 

club in a while (if ever) and also give myself the chance to learn 

something which I had not attempted before. This year my goal 

was to create a Water and Land Penjing. Needless to say, real-

time performance art can be a bit nerve wracking. Fortunately, I 

had the assistance of Dai Ichi member Carol Upston who knows 

a thing or two (even three) about Penjing.  Thank you, Carol for 

your help, without which I would probably still be trying to fin-

ish up. We had a very nice turnout and club members were not 

shy in offering their helpful, if widely differing viewpoints on 

the proper placement of trees in the landscape. 

 

As our trees start coming out of their winter rest, itôs a good 

time to start thinking about your participation in the Dai Ichi an-

nual show, Serenity through Bonsai, which will be held this 

year on May 2nd and 3rd.  Our goal is to have every Dai Ichi 

member place a tree in the show and in the coming months 

weôll have more information on what assistance is available to 

help you participate. 

         

Happy Bonsai,   Herb 

Presidentės Message  
 

   by  Herb Eisenberg 



Presidentôs Demonstration - 
 

 

New member Ruben Espinosa singlehand-

edly helped bring down the average age of 

meeting attendees. 

After placing trees Herb sets surface rocks 

on soil mix. 

Elbow deep in muck, Herb plants Chinese 

elm trees and accent plants. 
Herb and Carol place muck in spaces 

between Ying rocks. 

Yvonne Chang was the happy winner of 

the Benefit Drawing penjing. 

Herb and Carol seem pleased with the fin-

ished masterpiece. 

Penjing 



 

The Clark Center 
 

The Clark Center, located in Hanford, California is dedicated to the col-

lection and exhibition of Japanese art. It was founded in 1995 by 

Willard G. Clark, a fifth generation rancher, who along with his wife 

Elizabeth, has had a lifelong passion for Japan. Located in the midst of 

dairy farms and agricultural fields, Hanford may not be the most likely 

place you would expect to find a Japanese art museum. The collection 

contains a diverse sampling of: screens, scrolls, calligraphy, Buddhist 

sculpture, woodblock prints and bamboo baskets. 

 

In addition to the museum, the Center also contains the only public 

bonsai display in Californiaôs Central Valley. The exhibit is dedicated 

in gratitude to Dai Ichi friend, Joe James for ñHis generosity, steadfast 

support, and thoughtful guidance (that) helped make the Clark Center 

bonsai collection possible.ò 

Daiitoku Myo-o 

Kamakura Period 

1185-1333 

Suit of Armor 

18th century 



 

for Japanese Art & Culture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Coming home from Yosemite on Highway 41, the Clark Center is a 

nice place to stop before taking in the culinary delights of Kettlemen 

City . 

Chinese Elm 

John Roehl 

Prostrata Juniper 

Kathy Boomsma 

Liquidambar Orientalis 

Clark Collection 

San Jose Juniper 

Bob Kinoshita 


