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About Our Club  
 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai (ñNumber Oneò Bonsai Club) was established in Janu-

ary, 1986 and takes great pride in its family-oriented character. Our club is 

dedicated to promoting the art of bonsai. The club meets on the third Friday 

of each month at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 1670 W. 162nd St., 

Gardena, at 7:00 P.M. Each meeting features a bonsai demonstration, bene-

fit drawing and is open to the public. Our annual bonsai show is held on the 

first weekend in May at the Nakaoka Community Center. Other club activi-

ties include: bonsai digs, annual auction, potting parties, and outings to 

nurseries and private gardens. 
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March 2010 Meeting -  

         Friday March 19, 2010 7:00 P.M. 

Uyen Truong 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our demonstrator this month will be Uyen Truong, an accomplished 

bonsai and penjing artist. Uyen is also a fine artist who paints and draws 

beautifully. Two examples of his work can be seen below. One, a mas-

terful portrait of the late John Naka and the other of a ñnamedò bonsai, 

styled by Uyen as it will look after several years of training. 

Uyen, working on a Tamarisk (right).  A beautiful sketch can be 

seen on the easel and potted bonsai on the left . 

John Naka portrait at the 

National Arboretum The Dancing Crane 



Hank Fawcett - ñFlat Cut Olive Treeò  Demonstration 
 

In February, Hank showed us how to create a bonsai from an olive cutting, with ab-

solutely no roots. Hankôs technique includes  forcing the roots horizontally by attach-

ing a piece of plywood to the flat cut base. Planting in a colander and using a loose 

soil mix promotes abundant roots which are periodically thinned. After a few years a 

very mature bonsai results. 

 

 

Carol Browne was obviously pleased to 

win Hankôs donated tree. 

First, a cutting with a nice flair is 

selected.  

After a year or two many feeding roots 

have developed and are then selectively 

thinned to develop the nebari. 

After chamfering the base to 45 degrees 

a piece of plywood is attached to force 

the roots to the sides. 



Special from GSBFôs Golden Statements Magazine 

Marina Bonsai Club 
Article & photos by Herb Eisenberg 
 

Southern California has a rich bonsai tradition with many great clubs, nurs-

eries and teachers. Section D, which includes most of the Los Angeles basin, 

is home to twelve clubs that focus on various bonsai interests, from shohin 

to suiseki.  

 

One of the real 

treasures of District 

D is the Marina 

Bonsai Club which 

is not really a club 

in the traditional 

sense. It is actually 

a bonsai class. 

Whereas many 

classes are organ-

ized into levels for 

beginners, interme-

diate and expert stu-

dents, Marina is 

more like a one 

room schoolhouse 

where all levels of 

bonsai artists learn 

together. The cur-

rent teachers are: 

Ben Oki, Frank 

Goya, Shig Miya 

and Leila Kusumi.  

This distinguished roster of senseis makes the Marina Bonsai Club unique. 

It is a place where in two hours you can have four bonsai masters offer dif-

ferent, but never contradictory, advice on the same tree! 

 

Collectively, these teachers have received numerous awards, including: the 

Agricultural Society of Japanôs Green and White Medal and the GSBFôs 

Circle of Senseis recognition. The founding instructors have all donated 

trees to the GSBF Collection at the Huntington Gardens. Leila Kusumi is 

also the founder or co-founder of two bonsai clubs in District D:  Dai Ichi   

 

Ben Oki 
Leila Kusumi 

Frank Goya 
Shig Miya 


