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About Our Club  
 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai (ñNumber Oneò Bonsai Club) was established in Janu-

ary, 1986 and takes great pride in its family-oriented character. Our club is 

dedicated to promoting the art of bonsai. The club meets on the third Friday 

of each month at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 1670 W. 162nd St., 

Gardena, at 7:00 P.M. Each meeting features a bonsai demonstration, bene-

fit drawing and is open to the public. Our annual bonsai show is held on the 

first weekend in May at the Nakaoka Community Center. Other club activi-

ties include: bonsai digs, annual auction, potting parties, and outings to 

nurseries and private gardens. 

2010 Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai Board 
 

President Herb Eisenberg (310) 545-5954        

 heisenbergmb@verizon.net  

1st Vice President Open  

2nd Vice President/Fundraising    Doyle Saito (310) 539-9265  

Treasurer  Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary/Historian     Rick Wagner 

Corresponding Secretary    Carol Browne 

Program Chair   John Van de Wouw       

Co-Show Chairs  John Luhnow/Kenny Lam 

Membership Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Librarian Judy Unrine  judyyou@verizon.net  

Website Chair Peter Macasieb  

Benefit Drawing Chair  John Luhnow 

Newsletter  Herb Eisenberg 

Publicity  Open 

Hospitality    Dorothy Ray 
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April 2010 Meeting -  
  

Friday April 16, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. 

Mel Ikeda 

 

We are very pleased to 

have Mel Ikeda at Dai 

Ichi once again. 

 

Mel Ikeda grew up with 

bonsai, working with his 

father Masayuki Ikeda at 

the familyôs Ikeda Bon-

sai Garden. Mel also 

learned from John Naka, 

Harry Hirao, and Khan 

Komai, and his abilities 

to skillfully teach bonsai 

have made him a greatly 

sought after instructor.  

 

Mel was a headliner at the Bonsai Ohana II Convention in 

Hawaii last September, just the most recent in a long line of 

high-level bonsai appearances. He is active in several bon-

sai clubs and on the boards of the California Bonsai Soci-

ety and Nanpu Kai.  



You are an Inspiration 
 

Our show is coming up next month and hopefully everyone is making 

plans to participate. Viewing the trees and purchasing  needed bonsai 

items at the plant sale and vendor area are excellent reasons to attend. 

But putting a tree in the show has special meaning. Certainly, it is an 

opportunity to display the results of our creativity and hard work for 

our own enjoyment and the appreciation of our fellow club members. 

Additionally, we have the opportunity to introduce the art of bonsai 

to the community at large. Certainly, everyone is impressed when 

they see a masterpiece tree which has been expertly developed over 

many years by one of our honorary members. Also enjoyable are the 

trees presented by our senior and more experienced members. But 

perhaps most important to our show are those trees shown by our 

newer and novice members.  It is these trees which will most encour-

age viewers to believe that they can get started in bonsai, quickly 

have a show worthy tree and, if they work hard, perhaps  some day 

become a master bonsai artist.  

 

Again this year, Carol Browne has arranged for outstanding entertain-

ment during our reception, Marisa Kosugi and the Matsutoyo Kai,  

Minyo-Japanese Folk Music Ensemble. Our largest benefit drawing 

of the year, great food and the chance to catch up with many club 

members and friends make the reception a must attend evening.   

         
Happy Bonsai,   Herb 

Presidentės Message  
 

   by  Herb Eisenberg 



Sunday May 2nd at 1:00 P.M. 
 

Frank Goya 
 

Saikei Demonstration 
 

Frank has been called  the ñDean of 

California Saikeiò. Along with his 

wife, Margaret, 

he has become an 

annual feature, as our Sunday show 

demonstrator. Frank always draws  

very large crowds and a big box office 

on ticket sales for the chance to take 

home one of his very collectable land-

scapes. Donôt miss his demonstration! 

Reception Entertainment           Saturday May 1st      

 

Marisa Kosugi was exposed to Minyo -Japanese Folk Music through her mother, Matsu-

toyo Sato of MATSUTOYO KAI, who has been performing and instructing in the North-

ern and Southern California for over 40 years.  

Marisa was inspired by her mother's creativ-

ity and passion in the Japanese Arts. At the 

age of 21, Marisa decided to dedicate herself 

to Minyo and moved to Tokyo in the hope of 

learning more about this unique music. Ma-

risa became an apprentice "UchiDeshi" for 3 -

years, learning the language and etiquette 

so she would have the capability to assist 

her mother and continue to share Minyo with 

others. Being an American, it was a chal-

lenge but, fortunately, her Masters and Senpais encouraged her to do her best .  At age 

24, she received her 'Natori' -Certified Stage Name "MARISA KOSUGI" and returned to 

the States and has been performing along with Matsutoyo Kai at cultural events.  



 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai 

24th Annual 

Bonsai Exhibit 

Serenity Through Bonsai 

May 1 and 2, 2010 

Ken Nakaoka Community Center 

1670 W. 162nd St., Gardena 

Show Schedule 

Saturday, May 1 

10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. Show & Sales Area Open 

10:30 A.M. Beginner's Hands-on Workshop 
 (free tree to first 15 newcomers to sign up Saturday morning) 

1:00 P.M. Round Robin Bonsai Demonstration 

6:00 P.M. Reception & Entertainment 

Sunday, May 2 

10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. Show & Sales Area Open 

1:00 P.M. Frank Goya, Saikei Demonstration 
 

 

   Novice to master exhibitors, daily demonstrations and drawings, bonsai plants, tools, 

 and accessories on sale throughout the show. Free admission and parking. 
 

Call (310) 545-5954 for more information. 
 

 

Directions: 

405 Freeway or Artesia Boulevard (91 Freeway) to 

Western Avenue. Western Avenue north to 162nd 

Street. Turn east (right) on 162nd Street to the Ken 

Nakaoka Community Center, located on the south 

side of 162nd Street at 1670 W. 162nd Street. 

 



Gardena Cymbidium Club 
The Nakaoka Center was  festooned in color during the 23rd Annual 

Cymbidium Orchid Show, Saturday and Sunday, February 20 and 21, 

2010. The Gardena Cymbidium Club meets at the center on the third 

Tuesday of each month from September through May, from 7:00 to 9:00 

P.M. The meetings include: speakers, slideshows, and demonstrations 

about growing orchid plants. 

Additionally, there is a raffle of orchid plants and dessert. The club also 

sponsors a bus trip to the Santa Barbara International Orchid Show in 

March. 

For more information contact the membership chair, Yvonne Nishio at 

the GCC meeting or email: ynishio@socal.rr.com 


