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About Our Club  
 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai (ñNumber Oneò Bonsai Club) was established in Janu-

ary, 1986 and takes great pride in its family-oriented character. Our club is 

dedicated to promoting the art of bonsai. The club meets on the third Friday 

of each month at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 1670 W. 162nd St., 

Gardena, at 7:00 P.M. Each meeting features a bonsai demonstration, bene-

fit drawing and is open to the public. Our annual bonsai show is held on the 

first weekend in May at the Nakaoka Community Center. Other club activi-

ties include: bonsai digs, annual auction, potting parties, and outings to 

nurseries and private gardens. 

2010 Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai Board 
 

President Herb Eisenberg (310) 545-5954        

 heisenbergmb@verizon.net  

1st Vice President Open  

2nd Vice President/Fundraising    Doyle Saito (310) 539-9265  

Treasurer  Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary/Historian     Rick Wagner 

Corresponding Secretary    Carol Browne 

Program Chair   John Van de Wouw       

Co-Show Chairs  John Luhnow 

Membership Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Librarian Judy Unrine  judyyou@verizon.net  

Website Chair Peter Macasieb  

Benefit Drawing Chair  John Luhnow 

Newsletter  Herb Eisenberg 

Publicity  Open 

Hospitality    Dorothy Ray 

mailto:crlbrdly@yahoo.com
mailto:crlbrdly@yahoo.com


May  2010 Meeting -  
  

Friday May 21, 2010 7:00 P.M. 

Travis Goldstein 
  

Long time Dai-Ichi member, Travis Goldstein will be 

demonstrating for us this 

month.  Travis and his wife 

Christa are the owners of Cali-

fornia Bonsai Studio.  After re-

tiring early from his previous 

career, Travis started California 

Bonsai Studio in 2008.  With 

two children and another child 

due in mid October, Travis and 

Christa are growing their busi-

ness and their family at the 

same time.  Travis and his wife 

run the studio from their home in Thousand Oaks, Califor-

nia where bonsai lovers can come for lessons, supplies, 

soil, tools, pots, and trees.   

Travis is also a computer lover. This led to his creat-

ing www.CaliforniaBonsai.com which sells bonsai trees in 

the U.S. and bonsai supplies all over the world.  Be sure to 

check out their selection of Masakuni tools and also ask 

for the Dai-Ichi Member discount when you visit the web-

site.  

Travis Goldstein 

http://www.CaliforniaBonsai.com


The Dai Ichi show, ñSerenity Through Bonsaiò, is always elegant and 

unique. But this yearôs show seemed even more lovely than usual. Perhaps 

it was the El Nino winter that provided a continuous supply of  pure wa-

ter. Maybe it was Harryôs delicate and acrobatically twisted California 

juniper in the tokanoma. To my eye, it seemed that each tree had been de-

tailed with special attention that resulted in a particularly stunning show. 

Thank you for your superb effort. 
 

The Matsutoyo Kai, Minyo ensemble, who 

performed at our reception, was very enter-

taining. They even had us up and dancing. It 

was sort of a cross between the Bunny Hop 

and the Macarana, but with a Japanese flavor. 
 

As I mentioned, after the reception dinner 

there were a number of members who placed 

trees in our show for the first time. The peripa-

tetic Carol Upston and long time member 

Cheryl Manning both had two trees in the show. Mario Pineda displayed a 

mature bottlebrush and novice and new member Ruben Espinosa showed 

for the first time ever with a lovely pomegranate forest on a slab.  
 

There are many people to thank for their diligence which helped make 

ñSerenity Through Bonsai,ò such a great success.  
 

Show chair John Luhnow had overall responsibility for the selection and 

placement of the trees. John did double duty as the benefit drawing chair. 

Doyle Saito did an outstanding job managing the plant sale and vendor 

area. Carol Browne handled all the correspondence, kept us well fed and 

arranged for the lovely entertainment at the reception on Saturday eve-

ning. John Van de Wouw coordinated and demonstrated in the round 

robin and recruited the instructors for the beginners workshop. 
  

Friends, Ev and Sharyn Bassin, and June and David Nguy provided for 

show attendees bonsai supply needs. Frank Goya created another magnifi-

cent saikei during the Sunday demonstration, which as usual drew a large 

crowd. And the Ko Yu Kai Shohin Bonsai Club display reached a new 

level of sophistication that will undoubtedly require more tables next year. 
  
Happy Bonsai,   Herb 

Presidentės Message  

   by  Herb Eisenberg 



April Demonstration - Mel Ikeda 
 

After several yearsô absence, Mel came to Dai Ichi last month and performed his 

signature ñraft on a boardò demonstration. Appearing before a standing room only 

crowd, Mel began with a piece of relatively inexpensive nursery stock, with very 

long branches which had been prewired. After cutting the root ball in half, he at-

tached the tree to the bottom of  a very shallow box. Virtually all of the branches 

were brought up into a sprout style design. In a few years, Mel thought the tree 

could be separated into two or three individual rafts. 

Mel uses screws to attach the tree 

to the board. 

The tree is styled and placed on the bot-

tom of the box.  

Peter, assisting Mel holds the tree in 

preparation for cutting the root ball. 

Keith Waters was the benefit draw-

ing winner. Mel lifts the entire ensemble to show the 

final design. 



Carol Browne Kaz Murai 

Apinya Culton Al Nelson 

Tom Culton Harley Newman 

Herb Eisenberg David Nguy 

Ruben Espinosa Ted Oka 

Frank Goya Mario Pineda 

Harry Hirao Hank Sugimoto 

Kei Ikari Gordon Tengan 

Leila Kusumi Carol Upston 

Gary Lai Paul Vasina 

Peter Macasieb John Van de Wouw 

Cheryl Manning Lisa Van de Wouw 

Manny Martinez Rick Wagner 

Shig Miya Ed Walters 

  KO YU KAI      Shohin Bonsai Club  

Once again, this yearôs Dai Ichi 

Bonsai Kai annual show had 

excellent participation from both 

members and friends. A begin-

nersô workshop, multiple dem-

onstrations and a gala recep-

tion on Saturday evening added 

to the event. A list of all partici-

pants is shown below.  Each of 

the trees which were on display 

will be shown in future issues of 

the Gazette.  

2010 Dai Ichi  Show   

 



36th Annual Koi Show 
 

Among the many events held at the Nakaoka Center each year is the 

annual Zen Nippon Airinkai Southern California Chapter koi show. 

This is the biggest koi show in the U.S. and it has the highest in fish 

quality. It is a judged show, with 13 varieties of fish in seven size 

categories. The judges were koi experts, including two judges from 

Japan. The organization has over 300 members, including both ama-

teurs and professionals. 

 

Much like bonsai, koi are living works of art! 

Banners announce the show 

A pair of very large koi 

Koi in the wind 

Many tanks were set up on the lawn 


