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About Our Club  
 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai (ñNumber Oneò Bonsai Club) was established in Janu-

ary, 1986 and takes great pride in its family-oriented character. Our club is 

dedicated to promoting the art of bonsai. The club meets on the third Friday 

of each month at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 1670 W. 162nd St., 

Gardena, at 7:00 P.M. Each meeting features a bonsai demonstration, bene-

fit drawing and is open to the public. Our annual bonsai show is held on the 

first weekend in May at the Nakaoka Community Center. Other club activi-

ties include: bonsai digs, annual auction, potting parties, and outings to 

nurseries and private gardens. 

2010 Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai Board 
 

President Herb Eisenberg (310) 545-5954        

 heisenbergmb@verizon.net  

1st Vice President Open  

2nd Vice President/Fundraising    Doyle Saito (310) 539-9265  

Treasurer  Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary/Historian     Rick Wagner 

Corresponding Secretary    Carol Browne 

Program Chair   John Van de Wouw       

Co-Show Chairs  John Luhnow 

Membership Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Librarian Judy Unrine  judyyou@verizon.net  

Website Chair Peter Macasieb  

Benefit Drawing Chair  John Luhnow 

Newsletter  Herb Eisenberg 

Publicity  Open 

Hospitality    Dorothy Ray 
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June 2010 Meeting -  
  

Friday June 18, 2010 

 7:00 P.M. 

Ray Blasingame 

 

 

Ray first became interested in 

bonsai after seeing them at the San Gabriel Nursery and 

reading the Sunset Bonsai book when he was 11 or 12.  

Like many other people, he did not have much luck this 

way.   He kept looking at San Gabriel Nursery plants, read-

ing John Nakaôs books, Bonsai in California and visiting 

many of the local bonsai shows. 

    His first bonsai teachers were Melba Tucker and Ted 

Matson. Ray studied horticulture at Mt. San Antonio Col-

lege and park administration at Cal Poly Pomona.  He is a 

member of several bonsai clubs, including the Santa Anita 

Bonsai and California Bonsai Societies. 

    Ray often works  on Oriental  Sweet Gum and Trident 

maples that he has started from seed, grown in the ground 

for several years and moved into growing containers. 

    He talks about temperate seed propagation, field grow-

ing and developing a large trunk with taper. He likes to an-

swer questions so plan to keep him busy.  



Travis Goldstein 
 

Travis worked on a mature looking Redwood which he recently ac-

quired from new member Elliott Farkas. The tree had come out of a 24ò 

box and was in a 15gal. tub. Travis did major carving on the apex and 

created a long sharii on the truck. Weôre still looking for the members 

who were sitting in the first two rows under all the saw dust he created. 

George Unrine won the tree in the Benefit Drawing. 

 

 

 

Travis started by reducing the 

height of the tree by almost 12ò. 
Boys like their toys and Travis needed 

about 500 watts to power up. 

With no end of dust in sight Neil held 

the Hoover overhead. 

Isabella was proud of her dad and 

George Unrine took home a nicely 

styled Redwood. 



On a recent vacation to China, Dai Ichi member Yvonne Chang, and her hus-

band Albert visited the the Shanghai Botanical Garden . She wrote to tell us 

about it.  
 

ñThe garden was founded in 1974. There is a simple website in Chinese and an 

English version is under construction (http://www.bgci.org/garden.php?

id=339). The entire collection consists of many similar sized trees, roughly 4ô 

high, about 50 in all. There is a separate indoor area of about 30 banyan pen-

jings. There is another area, not accessible but I could see that there are, 

maybe, 100 small trees which are about 1 foot high. I have no clue why visitors 

are not permitted to enter this area. 
 

While in Taiwan I passed by an area of 250 to 300 nurseries. I noticed 2 of 

them are devoted exclusively to penjing 

trees.ò  

 

.   

 

Shanghai Botanical Garden      by    Yvonne Chang 

Banyan Tree approximately 

3ô high. 

Shanghai Pine, about 4ôh by 5ôw 

and estimated at 150 years old. 

Shanghai Pine 
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Dai Ichi Annual Show   -   May 2010 

Al Nelson - Oak Carol Browne - J. Prostrata 

Ed Walters  - Privet Gary Lai - Ginko 

Carol Upston - J. 

Prostrata Gordon Tengan  

Cheryl Manning - Korean 

Hornbeam 


