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About Our Club  
 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai (ñNumber Oneò Bonsai Club) was established in Janu-

ary, 1986 and takes great pride in its family-oriented character. Our club is 

dedicated to promoting the art of bonsai. The club meets on the third Friday 

of each month at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 1670 W. 162nd St., 

Gardena, at 7:00 P.M. Each meeting features a bonsai demonstration, bene-

fit drawing and is open to the public. Our annual bonsai show is held on the 

first weekend in May at the Nakaoka Community Center. Other club activi-

ties include: bonsai digs, annual auction, potting parties, and outings to 

nurseries and private gardens. 

2010 Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai Board 
 

President Herb Eisenberg (310) 545-5954        

 heisenbergmb@verizon.net  

1st Vice President Open  

2nd Vice President/Fundraising    Doyle Saito (310) 539-9265  

Treasurer  Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary/Historian     Rick Wagner 

Corresponding Secretary    Carol Browne 

Program Chair   John Van de Wouw       

Co-Show Chairs  John Luhnow/Kenny Lam 

Membership Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Librarian Judy Unrine  judyyou@verizon.net  

Website Chair Peter Macasieb  

Benefit Drawing Chair  John Luhnow 

Newsletter  Herb Eisenberg 
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 Sunday, July 11, 2010 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

Recreation Park, El Segundo, CA 

401 Sheldon; near corner of Grand & Eucalyptus  

Note: Weôre just up the hill from our usual location 

Directions to the Park: 

From the south: Take the 405 North to the 105 

West. Get off at the Sepulveda Blvd. South 

exit, keep going south to Mariposa Ave. (the 

Hacienda Hotel) turn right (west). Continue 

west to Sheldon St., turn left (south), you will 

drive straight into the parking lot. 

From the north: Take the 405 South to the 105 

West. Get off at the Sepulveda Blvd. South 

exit, keep going south to Mariposa Ave. (the 

Hacienda Hotel), turn right (west). Continue 

west to Sheldon St., turn left (south), you will 

drive straight into the parking lot. We have the 

big fire pit next to the tennis courts.. 

9:00 A.M. Open bonsai workshop. Bring that tree you've been  

  meaning to work on. Get help from a senior member.  

10:00 A.M.  Demonstration of bonsai techniques on pine by Ted Oka 

12:00 P.M. Barbeque lunch. Dai Ichi will provide the grilled meats 

  and condiments. Be sure to bring a side salad or dessert 

  to share.  

1:00P.M.  Bingo will begin under the masterful guidance of John 

  Luhnow. 



 
Well, summer is officially here and in my microclimate the intense 

spring growing season has started to slow down. Also, after the Ma-

rina Bonsai Club Show, which was held during the last week-end in 

June, the major show season is now over. So, itôs a good time to look 

at my collection and start some of the projects that I had to postpone 

in order to keep up with the press of other demands. One thing Iôm 

planning to do this summer is to build a new set of benches for my 

trees. It seems that the stands I have now, just developed over the 

years, as I acquired more trees. Itôs quite a hodge-podge of blocks, 

bricks and boards; not particularly stable or attractive. After looking 

at a variety of designs, Iôve decided to go with the traditional ap-

proach and Iôve been buying a lot of 8ò x 8ò x 16ò concrete blocks 

and redwood boards. Over the next several weeks, Iôll start assem-

bling the new shelves and looking for other uses for the old benches. 

 

Although I have a lot of bonsai pots, it seems like Iôm always missing 

just the right one for some particular tree. So, another bonsai plan for 

the summer is to start looking now, for the pots that I want to use dur-

ing next yearôs repotting season. If I start now, maybe I can hit all the 

local spots and have things lined up when January rolls around. And 

while Iôm at it, Iôm going to also start the nasty process of screening 

soils and making several buckets of potting mix for next year. 

 

Seems like itôs going to be a busy summer. 

 

Happy Bonsai,   Herb 

Presidentės Message  
 

   by  Herb Eisenberg 



Ray Blasingame 
 

Ray is extremely knowledgeable about the propagation of bonsai from seed. His process 

was to soak the seeds in 100 degree water for an hour and then place them, in the fridge, 

in a plastic bag filled with moist soil, for two months. They were planted in ñrose potsò 

until they were about one foot high and then moved to one gallon containers for a year. 

The trees were then planted in the ground and have been there for about eight years. Ray 

digs them in January. 

 

 

All down-growing branches were 

trimmed. 

Ray also did a little wiring but mostly 

recommends ñclip and growò shaping.   

Carol proves you can never have too 

many trees in your collection. 

Ray began with the history of this 8 year 

old Trident maple grown from seed. 


