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About Our Club  
 

Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai (ñNumber Oneò Bonsai Club) was established in Janu-

ary, 1986 and takes great pride in its family-oriented character. Our club is 

dedicated to promoting the art of bonsai. The club meets on the third Friday 

of each month at the Ken Nakaoka Community Center, 1670 W. 162nd St., 

Gardena, at 7:00 P.M.. Each meeting features a bonsai demonstration, 

benefit drawing and is open to the public. Our annual bonsai show is held 

on the first weekend in May at the Nakaoka Community Center. Other club 

activities include: bonsai digs, annual auction, potting parties, and outings 

to nurseries and private gardens. 

2010 Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai Board 
 

President Herb Eisenberg (310) 545-5954        

 heisenbergmb@verizon.net  

1st Vice President Open  

2nd Vice President/Fundraising    Doyle Saito (310) 539-9265  

Treasurer  Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary/Historian     Rick Wagner 

Corresponding Secretary    Carol Browne 

Program Chair   John Van de Wouw       

Co-Show Chairs  John Luhnow/Kenny Lam 

Membership Carl Crouse crlbrdly@yahoo.com 

Librarian Judy Unrine  judyyou@verizon.net  

Website Chair Peter Macasieb  

Benefit Drawing Chair  John Luhnow 

Newsletter  Herb Eisenberg 

Publicity  Open 

Hospitality    Dorothy Ray 
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September 2010 Meeting -  

 

  

        Friday September 17, 2010   7:00P.M. 

 

      John Van de Wouw 

 

John is a long time member of Dai Ichi 

and our current Program Chair. He took 

his first bonsai class with Ben Suzuki at 

the South Coast Botanical Gardens in 

1982 and continued his education by 

reading a number of bonsai books and 

experimenting with keeping trees alive 

before continuing his formal training 

through classes taught by Leila Kusumi, 

Gordon Tengan, and Hank Sugimoto, 

with special guest appearances by Mel Ikeda. He was also a stu-

dent of Shig Mia, Frank Goya, Ben Oki and Mas Moriguchi at Ma-

rina Bonsai in Venice. John was a recipient of the GSBF Bonsai 

Teacher Development Grant in 1992 and serves on the board of 

the California Bonsai Society. John helpd to promote the art of 

bonsai as a Trustee of the Golden State Bonsai Federation for the 

Los Angeles District D area. 



 

Bonsai  Summer ð 
 

As summer winds down, Iôve accomplished some things on my bonsai 

ñto-doò list while others seem to have been moved to my ñto-donôtò 

list. Itôs probably no surprise that screening, grading and washing soils 

for next yearôs repotting season is still waiting for a cosmic conver-

gence to get it started. I did, however, finish rebuilding my bonsai 

benches and Iôm pleased with the results. First, I visited Leila Kusumiôs 

yard and noticed how she had her collection organized. Trees are ar-

ranged by size and type and the effect is similar to a commercial bonsai 

nursery. Next, I visited Gary Ishii, at Chikugo-en, which is a commer-

cial bonsai nursery. He told me about Jones Lumber, in Lynwood 

where I bought some very nice 2ò x 8ò, clear heart redwood lumber for 

the benches. It wasnôt cheap but it looks great and should last longer 

than I will. Shig Miya looked at the tables where I keep my shohin 

trees. Since I keep them very moist, he suggested that I cover the tables 

with roofing material to protect the wood. I like the way it looks and 

now I can keep the plants as wet as I want while the wood stays dry. 

 

Iôve also made a good start in buying the pots Iôll need for the 2011 re-

pottinging season. Iôve gotten them after visiting many of the local sup-

pliers. One trip to  Bruce & Yaeko Hisayasu was very productive but 

unfortunately consumed  most of my whole yearôs bonsai pot budget in 

one trip. But I did get some very beautiful old Japanese pots. 

 

Our auction is coming up in October so this is a good time to start 

thinking about some of the bonsai ñstuffò that you have collected over 

the years that you no longer want to keep. Donating to the Dai Ichi 

Auction is a great way to make room in your yard and help our club 

with its major fund raising event. 

  

 

Happy Bonsai, Herb 

Presidentės Message  
 

   by  Herb Eisenberg 



Member Interactive Workshop -  August  
 

Dorothy Ray contemplates the 

future of her Chinese elm 

Judy gets advice from Ed about her California 

redwood, styled by Travis Goldstein.  

Herb & John clean out a juniper prostrata. 

Carol Upston worked on her  mature box-

wood which has great bonsai potential. 

Ronnie and Carlos enjoying 

the activity 

John Van de Wouw does an initial styl-

ing on one of Rickôs shimpakus. 



 

Manzanita in Idyllwild  
 

The Deer Springs Trail, off Highway 243 near Idyllwild, is  

just a mile out of town and located opposite the County 

Park Visitor Center. It follows uphill to Suicide Rock, 

through an open forest of  oak, jeffrey pine and king-sized 

manzanita. At the top, there are panoramic views of the 

Strawberry Valley. Growing here, at around 5,000 feet, the 

manzanita thrives and survives harsh winters and numerous 

fires. While it is not very common material for bonsai, with 

patience and luck it can produce some excellent results. 

Large, old growth, manzanita with redbark 

on the main trunk.  

Linsay Shibaôs manzanita at the GSBF 2009 

Convention in Riverside 


